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Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities


MOVED BY: _____________________

SECONDED BY: __________________

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-05

Northern Ontario ICI Recycling Depots – Extended Producer Responsibility Implementation

WHEREAS Ontario’s transition to a full Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) model under Ontario Regulation 391/21: Blue Box represents an important step toward modernizing the province’s waste management system and reducing the financial burden on municipalities;

AND WHEREAS the current regulation requires producers to manage recyclable materials from eligible residential sources, but does not include recyclable materials generated by the Industrial, Commercial, and Institutional (ICI) sector;

AND WHEREAS municipal facilities, hospitals, schools, provincial buildings, and other public institutions generate recyclable materials identical to those collected through residential Blue Box programs, but remain responsible for managing and funding those recycling services;

AND WHEREAS municipalities in Northern Ontario face limited landfill capacity, long hauling distances, higher transportation costs, and fewer waste management options, making landfill diversion and recycling even more critical;

AND WHEREAS Northern municipalities are well positioned to support improved recycling outcomes through centralized recycling depots, which would provide accessible collection points for recyclable materials from the ICI sector;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities call on the Government of Ontario to amend Ontario Regulation 391/21: Blue Box to extend producer responsibility to recyclable materials generated by the Industrial, Commercial, and Institutional (ICI) sector;






AND THAT the Province work with municipalities to support the creation of ICI recycling depots in Northern Ontario communities, where businesses, institutions, and organizations could deliver recyclable materials that fall within the same basket of goods currently accepted through residential Blue Box programs;

AND THAT under the Extended Producer Responsibility framework, the costs associated with the collection, transportation, and recycling of materials delivered to these depots be borne by the producers and stewardship organizations responsible for those materials;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT implementing a Northern ICI Depot model would reduce pressure on Northern Ontario landfill capacity, provide accessible recycling options for businesses and institutions, improve recycling diversion rates across Northern communities, ensure fairness by aligning responsibility with the product rather than the location of consumption, reduce the financial burden on municipalities and taxpayers

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), and all Northern Ontario municipalities.
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