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Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities


MOVED BY: _____________________

SECONDED BY: __________________

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-04

Strengthening Mental Health and Addictions Crisis Response to Reduce Pressure on Police and Emergency Departments

WHEREAS Northern Ontario municipalities are facing unsustainable policing cost pressures and service demand that threaten long-term fiscal stability; 

AND WHEREAS as part of municipal policing cost recovery, reactive calls for service are a primary cost driver and are billed based on the number and type of calls, increasing the financial impact of high-frequency crisis demand; 

AND WHEREAS Ontario evidence shows police-attended mental health and substance-use calls have increased in recent years, adding pressure to police services, emergency response, and hospital offload capacity; 

AND WHEREAS Canadian research finds co-response teams (police partnered with mental health professionals) are associated with lower arrest rates, increased referrals to community mental health services, and reduced time spent on crisis response and emergency-room waiting; 

AND WHEREAS province-wide findings show major service gaps remain, including limited 24/7 availability and uneven access to crisis response services, which leaves police as the default 24/7 responder in many communities; 

AND WHEREAS Safe Bed and crisis stabilization models, integrated with mobile crisis response, are designed to provide short-stay community-based care and reduce unnecessary hospitalization, detention, and repeat police contact; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities call upon the Government of Ontario to establish a permanent, stable, and regionally equitable funding framework to ensure timely access to mental health and addictions crisis response in Northern Ontario, including after-hours coverage; 





AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Province expand and sustain access to integrated Mobile Crisis Response Teams and/or community-led non-police crisis response alternatives, with a goal of meaningful 24/7 coverage and appropriate resourcing for rural and remote service areas; 

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Province increase access to community-based crisis stabilization options, including Safe Bed–style short-stay services and linked withdrawal management/treatment pathways, so that individuals in crisis are not diverted only to emergency departments or police detention; 

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Province report publicly—by region—on crisis response coverage and outcomes (e.g., diversion from emergency departments, repeat contacts, and police time-on-call) to support evidence-based planning and accountability; 

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario; the Minister of Health; the Minister responsible for Mental Health and Addictions; the Solicitor General; Northern Ontario MPPs; Northern Ontario MPs; the Association of Municipalities of Ontario; and relevant provincial partners supporting crisis response coordination.


https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/OPP_billing_review_presentation.pdf
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/2023-r001/index-en.aspx?wbdisable=true
https://rsc-src.ca/sites/default/files/MH%26P%20PB_EN_2.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/9034-APPENDIXEToronto-Community-Crisis-Service-Six-Month-Implementation-Evaluation-Report.pdf
https://hsjcc.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Crisis-Response-Teams-in-Ontario-Environmental-Scan-Webinar-2024-12-04.pdf
https://hsjcc.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/Forensic-Mental-Health-and-Justice-Services-in-Ontario-2019-11-05.pdf
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