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Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities


MOVED BY: _____________________

SECONDED BY: __________________

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-03

Targeted Amendments to the Mental Health Act to Support Compassionate Intervention
WHEREAS municipalities across Northern Ontario are experiencing increasing pressures related to mental health and addiction crises within their communities; and

WHEREAS police services, emergency departments, Mobile Crisis Intervention Teams, and social service providers are increasingly responding to the same individuals experiencing severe mental health challenges and addictions; and

WHEREAS these repeated emergency responses place significant strain on municipal policing resources, hospital emergency departments, and frontline social services; and

WHEREAS many individuals’ experiencing severe addiction and mental illness are unable or unwilling to access treatment voluntarily, despite posing a significant risk to their own health and safety and, at times, to public safety; and

WHEREAS other Canadian provinces are exploring compassionate intervention frameworks that allow for short-term, medically supervised treatment when individuals are experiencing severe impairment and cannot seek help voluntarily; and

WHEREAS targeted legislative tools could allow earlier intervention, improve outcomes for vulnerable individuals, and reduce ongoing pressures on police and emergency services;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) call upon the Province of Ontario to review and introduce targeted amendments to the Mental Health Act and related legislation to address the growing gap in responding to severe addiction and mental health crises; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that any proposed amendments focus on time-limited, medically supervised compassionate intervention, designed to stabilize individuals experiencing severe impairment while respecting Charter rights, medical ethics, and due process; and


FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Province consult with municipalities, police services, hospitals, mental health professionals, and Indigenous communities in developing any legislative changes; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Health, the Minister of Mental Health and Addictions, the Solicitor General, Northern Ontario Members of Provincial Parliament, AMO, and the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association.
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