
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT TO MEMBERS 2017-2018 

AND ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

 

Friday, May 11, 2018 

Parry Sound, Ontario 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FONOM ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

AGENDA 

Friday, May 11, 2018 – 8:30 am 

 

Charles W. Stockey Centre 

Two Bay Street 

Parry Sound, Ontario 
 

1. Approval of / Additions to Agenda 

2. Introduction of the Executive 

3. President’s Report (verbal) 

4. Financial Report (resolution required) 

5. Approval of Minutes of Meeting Friday May 12th, 2017 (resolution 

required) 

6. Resolutions 

7. Adjourn 

 

Appendix A; 2017-2018 Media Releases 

Appendix B: 2017-2018 Presentations and Submissions 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FONOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

PRESIDENT    Telephone    Representing 
Mayor Alan Spacek    Mun Tel  337-4250    District of Cochrane 
Town of Kapuskasing  Mun Fax 335-5103 
88 Riverside Drive  
Kapuskasing, ON P5N 1B3   
Email: alan.spacek@kapuskasing.ca 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Councillor  Mac Bain     Mun Tel  474-0400  
City of North Bay City  Mun Fax  495-4353   
PO Box 360  
200 McIntyre St. E.  
North Bay, ON  P1B 8H8  
Email: mac.bain@cityofnorthbay.ca 
  

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT      
Councillor Danny Whalen   Mun Tel  672-3363   District of  
City of Temiskasing Shores  Mun Fax  672-3200   Timiskaming 
325 Farr Drive, Box 2050  
Haileybury, ON P0J 1C0 
Email : dwhalen@temiskamingshores.ca 
 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT      
Mayor Brian Bigger     Mun Tel  674-4455    City of Greater      
City of Greater Sudbury    Ext. 2514  Sudbury 
PO Box 5000, Stn A     Mun Fax  673-3096   
200 Brady Street      
Sudbury, ON P3A 5P3     
Email: Brian.Bigger@greatersudbury.ca 
 

DIRECTORS (in alphabetical order by surname)     
Mayor Steven Black     Mun Tel  360-2611   City of Timmins  
City of Timmins                       Mun Fax  360-2690   
220 Algonquin Blvd. East      
Timmins, ON P4N 1B3      
Email: Steven.Black@timmins.ca 
 

Reeve Austin Hunt    Mun Tel  282-2611   District of   
Billings Township Box 35   Mun Fax  282-3199   Manitoulin  
Box 34  
Kagawong, ON P0P 1J0  
Email: billingsadmin@billingstwp.ca 
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DIRECTORS (in alphabetical order by surname)     
Councillor Terry Kelly   Mun Tel  752-2740   District of  
Municipality of East Ferris   Mun Fax  752-2452   Nipissing  
390 Highway 94  
Corbeil, ON     P0H 1K0      
Email : muncipality@eastferris.ca 
 

Mayor Hector Lavigne   Mun Tel  752-1410   District of 
Municipality of Callander   Mun Fax  752-3116   Parry  Sound  
PO Box 100  P0H 1H0     
280 Main Street North     
Callander, ON P0H 1H0      
Email: mayor@callander.ca 
 

Mayor Paul Schoppmann   Mun Tel  867-2032   District of  
Municipality of St.-Charles   Ext 210     Sudbury  
Box 70, 2 King St. E.       Mun Fax  867-5789   
St.-Charles, ON P0M 2W0  
Email: mayor@stcharlesontario.ca 
 

Councillor Matthew Shoemaker   Mun Tel  759-5344   City of  
City of Sault Ste. Marie   Mun Fax  541-7171   Sault Ste.Marie  
PO Box  
99 Foster Drive P6B 3G5     
Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 5N1     
Email: m.shoemaker@cityssm.on.ca 
 

Mayor Lynn Watson   Mun Tel 248-2441  District of Algoma  
Township of Macdonald,  Mun Fax  248-3091   
Meredith & Aberdeen Add’l  
Box 10, 208 Church St  
Echo Bay, ON P0S 1C0     
Email: twpmacd@onlink.net 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR     
Alison Stanley  
Email : fonom.info2@gmail.com 
       
PROJECT AND OPERATIONS COORDINATOR 
Deb Bain 
615 Hardy Street     478-7672 
North Bay, ON P1B 8S2 
Email: fonom.info@gmail.com 
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FEDERATION OF NORTHERN ONTARIO MUNICIPALITIES 

         FINANCIAL REPORT 2017-2018 (UNAUDITED) 

         

 
  Actual   Budget   Actual   Budget 

    2016-17   2017-18   2017-18   2018-19 

REVENUES                 

Membership   $31,563   $33,000   $35,039   $32,000 

MNDM   
         

50,000    50,000   
         

37,500    50,000 

Conference Revenue   
         

55,588    60,000   
         

59,205    50,000 

Conference Sponsors   
         

10,000    12,000   
         

20,485    12,000 
 
NOHFC Intern               15,000 

Other Revenue:   
         

15,800    25,000   
         

10,571    15,000 
                  

Total Revenues   $162,951   $180,000   $162,800   $174,000 

                  

EXPENDITURES                 

Board & AMO Meetings   $81,164   $75,000 
 

$74,874   $75,000 

General & Administration Expense   
           

4,317    
         

10,000  
 

           
8,503    10,000 

Consulting Fees   
           

1,189    
           

2,000  
 

97    2,000 

Staff Wages/Benefits   
         

43,828    
         

45,000  
 

         
55,258    50,000 

Staff Travel   
           

6,817    
         

10,000    
           

7,702    10,000 

Directors' Honorarium   
           

5,000    
           

5,000    5,000    5,000 

Conference Expenses   
           

6,261    
           

8,000    
           

13,0004    8,000 

Growing Ontario/Forestry   
           

3,298        87        
                  

Total Expenditures   $151,874   $155,000   $164,526   $160,000 

                  

Year End Surplus/Deficit   
         

11,077    
         

25,000  
 

         -1,726    $14,000 

Prior Year Surplus   
       

313,417    
       

324,494    
       

324,494      

End of Year   $324,494       $322,768     

 

Note: 

Awaiting remaining balance of 2017-18 MNDM Grant - $12,500 

Received April 16th wage reimbursement for NOHFC Intern - $15,135 



 
FEDERATION OF NORTHERN ONTARIO MUNICIPALITIES 

MINUTES 
57th Annual Conference and Business Meeting 

May 10, 11 & 12, 2017 
North Bay, Ontario 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2017 
 
12:45 pm Official Opening 
 Al Spacek, President, FONOM 
 Al McDonald, Mayor, City of North Bay 
 Lynn Buckham, Regional Director, Ministry of Municipal Affairs 

 
1:15 pm Steve Paikin, #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȟ !ÕÔÈÏÒȟ !ÎÃÈÏÒ ÏÆ 46/ȭÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ !ÇÅÎÄÁȭ 
 
2:15 pm Refreshment Break 
 
3:00 pm /ÖÅÒÖÉÅ× ÏÆ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ /ÎÔÁÒÉÏȭÓ &ÏÒÅÓÔ %ÃÏÎÏÍÙ 
 Dean Caron, Forestry and Forest Operations Specialist, FPInnovations 
 Dave Canfield, Mayor, City of Kenora 
 Sarah Hicks, Communications Manager, Ontario WoodWORKS! 
 
2:45 pm The Film Industry and its Impact on the North 

Tanya Bédard, Economic Development Officer, City of North Bay 
  
3:15 pm Knowing the Region: Economic and Labour Market Trends in 

Northeastern Ontario 
 Stacie Fiddler, Executive Director, The Labour Market Group 

Ms. Reggie Caverson, Executive Director, Workforce Planning for Sudbury and 
Manitoulin 

  
4:30 pm Greetings from Patrick Brown, Leader, Progressive Conservative Party of 

Ontario 
 
4:45 pm Welcome Reception 
 
7:00 pm Tradeshow Adjourns 
 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2017 
 
8:00 am Greetings from Andrea Horwath, Leader, Ontario New Democratic Party 
 
8:15 am Connecting the North: Broadband Update 

Randy McAllister, Senior Program Advisor ɀ Broadband, Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 

 
8:45 am Updates from FedNor 



 Aime Dimatteo, Director General, FedNor 
9:15 am Opportunities for a Sustainable Northern Bioeconomy 
 Dawn Lambe, Executive Director, Biomass North Development Centre 
 
9:45 am Provincial Review of the District Social Services Administration Board 

Act 
Richard Steele, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Community and Social 
Services 

 
10:15 am Refreshment Break 
 
10:45 am  Multimodal Transportation Plan for Northern Ontario (MTO)  

Tija Dirks, Director, Policy and Planning, Ministry of Transportation 
 
11:15 am Strong Municipal and Indigenous Relations: Wiidooktaadwin ɀ Working 

together and helping each other 
 Al McDonald, Mayor, City of North Bay 
 Dwayne Nashkawa, CEO, Nipissing First Nation 
 Keith Robicheau, CAO, City of North Bay 
  
12:15 pm Lunch 
 
1:15 pm Fireside Chat with The Honourable Kathleen Wynne, Premier of Ontario 
 
1:45 pm Ontario Ombudsman ɀ Expanded Oversight: Taking Stock After Year 

One 
 Paul Dubé, Ontario Ombudsman  
 
2:15 pm Concurrent Sessions 
 
 In This Together: A Look at Council Conduct and Staff Relations 
 Paul Cassan, Lawyer, Wishart Law Firm 
 

Immigration: Filling the Labour Gap in Northeastern Ontario  
Stacie Fiddler, Executive Director, Labour Market Group 
Steve Owen, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
Ms. Reggie Caverson, Executive Director, Workforce Planning for Sudbury and 
Manitoulin 
 
Laying the Groundwork for Long Term Affordable Housing in Your 
Community 
Cindy Couillard, Team Lead, Regional Housing Services 
Wendy Kaufman, Team Lead, Planning 
Sophia Minor, Senior Municipal Financial Advisor 
Steve May, Senior Housing/Planning Advisor 

  
3:15 pm Refreshment Break 
 
 
 



 
3:45 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 
Reserves and Reserve Funds: Key Elements of Prudent Financial 
Planning 
Dean Decaire, Partner, BDO Canada LLP 
Alicia Croskery, Assurance Partner, BDO Canada LLP 
Joe Filippelli, Advisory Services Senior Manager, BDO Canada LLP 
 
Hands on Planning: How to Use Site Plans to Achieve Planning Goals in 
Small Communities 
Christopher Brown, Planner, Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
David Welwood, Planner, Ministry of Municipal Affairs  
 
The Pursuit of Low-Carbon Initiatives 
Chris Wray, CAO, Municipality of Wawa 
Jason Innis, Municipal Advisor, Ministry of Municipal Affairs 

 
4:45 pm Sessions Adjourn and Trade Show Adjourns 
 
6:00 pm Pre-Banquet Reception – Town of Parry Sound, 2017 Conference Host 
 
6:30 pm Banquet and Program 
  
9:00 pm Entertainment 
 
11:00 pm Adjourn 
 

 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2017 
 
8:30 am FONOM Annual General Meeting 
  
 Resolution: That the agenda be approved and presented to the membership 
 M.Forster/L. Watson CARRIED. 
 
 Introduction of FONOM Board of Directors 
 
 President’s Report 
 

Resolution: That the FONOM Financial Report for the year ending March 31, 
2017 be accepted as presented. 
C. Bouffard/R. Sigouin CARRIED. 
 
Resolution: That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting in Timmins on 
May 13, 2016 be accepted as presented. 

 T. Kelly/M. Forster CARRIED. 
 
 



 
Resolutions # 2017-01 to #2017-09 

 
Resolution 
No/Year 

Resolution 
Name 

4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ "Å )Ô 2ÅÓÏÌÖÅÄ 4ÈÁÔ ȣ Outcome 

2017-01 FONOM Board 
Term Length 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) recommends 
extending the term of office to a four year 
term to follow the general municipal 
election cycle; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities.” 
 

Carried. 

2017-02 Proposed 
Building Code 
Change – Septic 
Tank 
Inspections 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) requests the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs to reconsider 
the proposed change to the Building Code 
that would require regular pumping out of 
septic tanks and the keeping of 
maintenance records; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities, the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, northeastern MPs and MPPs and 
Leaders of the Opposition Parties.” 
 

Carried. 

2017-03 Residential 
Rental 
Maintenance 
Standards 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) urges the 
Ministry of Housing to reconsider changes 
to the Residential Tenancies Act that 
would require municipalities who do not 
have a property standards by-law or by-
law that does not address the interior of 
rental buildings to assume enforcement 
responsibility for residential rental 
maintenance standards; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities, the Minister of Housing, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
northeastern MPs and MPPs and Leaders 
of the Opposition Parties.” 
 

Carried. 

2017-04 Municipal 
Facilities Hydro 
Exemption 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) requests that all 
municipal facilities be exempted from 

Carried. 



 hydro charges including delivery, global 
adjustment, debt retirement, regulatory 
charges and the Harmonized Sales Tax; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities, the Minister of Energy, 
northeastern MPs and MPPs and Leaders 
of the Oppositions Parties.” 
 

2017-05 Municipal 
Election 
Requirements – 
25 Signatures 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) requests the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs to reconsider 
requiring anyone wishing to run for 
municipal office to submit the signatures 
of 25 voters to support a nomination; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities, the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, northeastern MPs and MPPs and 
Leaders of the Opposition Parties.” 
 

Carried. 

2017-06 Fire Services 
Infrastructure 
Funding 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) requests the 
provincial government to recognize 
municipal fire services as critical 
infrastructure and be eligible for 
infrastructure funding; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities, the Minister of 
Infrastructure, the Minister of Community 
Safety and Correctional Services, 
northeastern MPs and MPPs, and Leaders 
of the Opposition Parties.” 
 

Carried. 

2017-07 Local and 
Regional 
Airports 
Definition in 
New Building 
Canada Fund 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) requests the 
Government of Canada review the 
definition of local and regional airports as 
it pertains to the New Building Canada 
Fund and should local and regional 
airports become eligible under the New 
Building Canada Fund, those that are not 
owned or operated by a municipality must 
require municipal support by way of 
resolution when applying for financial 

Carried. 



support; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities, the federal Minister of 
Infrastructure and Communities, 
northeastern MPs and MPPs, and Leaders 
of the Opposition Parties.” 
 

2017-08 Provincial 
Offences Act 
Fine Collection 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) requests the 
provincial government to implement 
regulations that would ensure 
outstanding fines are paid first and 
subsequent fines are paid in order, 
allowing the tax rolling of fines onto 
property taxes regardless of the number 
of property owners, introduce changes to 
the Municipal Act so that inter-municipal 
agreements are not required to collect 
fines from other municipalities, and that 
POA fines are treated as priority lien 
similar to waste and waste water fees to 
ensure enforceability; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to all member 
municipalities, the Attorney General of 
Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
northeastern MPs and MPPs, and Leaders 
of the Opposition Parties.” 
 

Carried. 

2017-09 Railway Rights-
of-Way Property 
Taxation 
 

“…the Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) requests that the 
Ministry of Finance implement a new 
system of municipal taxation for railway 
rights-of-way that is based on assessed 
values and tonnage and that any new tax 
system implemented be reviewed on a 
regular basis; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of 
this resolution be forwarded to all 
member municipalities, the Minister of 
Finance, northeastern MPs and MPPs, and 
the Leaders of the Opposition Parties.” 
 

Carried. 

  
Resolution: That the Annual General Meeting be adjourned. 
 C. Bouffard/B. Marlow CARRIED. 



 
 
 
9:15 am Innovation, the Environment and the Future of Canadian Oil and Gas 
 Tim McMillan, President, Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers 
 
9:45 am AMO Update and AMO Policy Update 
 Lynn Dollin, President, Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
 Monika Turner, Director of Policy, Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
 
10:40 am Presentation of Long-Standing Service Awards 

The Honourable Bill Mauro, Minister of Municipal Affairs 
 
11:00 am MinisÔÅÒÓȭ &ÏÒÕÍ 
 The Honouarable Bill Mauro 
 Minister of Municipal Affairs 
  
 The Honourable Kathryn McGarry 
 Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 
  
 The Honourable Glenn Thibeault 
 Minister of Energy 
 
12:00 pm Wrap-up and Adjournment 
 Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

FEDERATION OF NORTHERN ONTARIO MUNICIPALITIES 

2017-2018 Resolutions 

58th Annual Conference and Business Meeting 

May 9,10 & 11, 2018 

Parry Sound, Ontario 

 
There are 9 policy resolutions for discussion and voting on at the Annual General Meeting of 

the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities.  

 

Resolution 2018-01: Fire Medic Protection 

Resolution 2018-02: Firefighter Regulations 

Resolution 2018-03: Local Share 

Resolution 2018-04: Municipal Elections Nomination Requirement 

Resolution 2018-05: Cannabis Legalization 

Resolution 2018-06: Policing 

Resolution 2018-07: EMS Upload 

Resolution 2018-08: Incentives to operate in Northern Ontario 

Resolution 2018-09: Energy Program Expansion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-01 

Fire Medic Protection 

 

WHEREAS the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) has maintained its 
strong opposition to changes that would see firefighters perform expanded medical 
services if certified as a paramedic; and 
 
WHEREAS there has been no evidence that the fire medic pilot would improve patient 
outcomes and yet municipalities would experience significant labour and risk management 
issues; and 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario stated that the fire medic model would be a pilot 
project and only implemented on a volunteer basis by willing host municipalities; and 
 
WHEREAS without amendments to the legislation to guarantee that it will remain 
voluntary, arbitrators can impose upon unwilling participants, given the current interest 
arbitration system; and 
 
WHEREAS Bill 160, Strengthening Quality and Accountability for Patients Act, 2017 is now 
law without the requested amendments; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) calls on the Government of Ontario to introduce legislative amendments to the 
Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997, and the Ambulance Services Collective Bargaining 
Act, to ensure that the fire medic pilot will not be imposed on unwilling municipalities; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, Minister of Community Safety and 
Correctional Services, Minister of Labour, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Northeastern MPs 
and MPPs, Leaders of the Opposition and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-02 

Firefighter Regulations 

 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario proposed regulations under the Fire Protection and 
Prevention Act, 1997 that would see mandatory certificantion and training for firefighters 
and implementation of Community Risk Assessments for all fire services; and 
 
WHEREAS these proposed regulations are beyond the capability and affordability of many 
municipalities, particularly rural communities that depend on a volunteer fire department; 
and 
 
WHEREAS the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) shares Ontario’s 
vision to keep communities safe through public and firefighter safety measures, however, 
these proposed changes would arguably not result in a safer or improved fire service; and 
 
WHEREAS requiring mandatory certification requirements for new and existing 
firefighters currently employed will put volunteer fire departments at risk of closure; and 
 
WHEREAS any new mandates forced onto municipalities must be accompanied with 
adequate funding supports and resources; and 
 
WHEREAS municipal governents are the sole funders of fires services and thus the sector’s 
concerns must be taken into consideration; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) requests amendments to the proposed regulations under the Fire Protection and 
Prevention Act, 1997 (FPPA) that would include eliminating mandatory firefighter 
certification and Community Risk Assessments as they will negatively impact fire services 
in municipalities, particular voluntary fire departments; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, Northeastern MPs and MPPS, Leaders of the Opposition, and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario. 

 



 

 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-03 

Local Share 

 
WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) has lead the call to action for 
a 1% increase in the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) that would be dedicated to municipal 
infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS projections have indicated that for the next ten years there is an average annual 
need of $4.9 billion to fix local infrastructure and provide for municipal operating needs; 
and 
 
WHEREAS this gap assumes all existing and multi-year planned federal and provincial 
transfers to municipal governments will be fulfilled and maintained at current levels; and 
 
WHEREAS municipal governments have limited authority in their ability to reduce the cost 
of delivering municipal services and financing infrastructure projects; and 
 
AND WHEREAS a 1% increase to the provincial portion of the HST, adjusted for low 
income rebates, would result in about $2.5 billion in new revenue would be distributed 
equitably to help every municipal government in Ontario fund their infrastructure and 
services with greater predictability; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) supports a one percent increase to the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) that would 
be dedicated to municipal infrastructure; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Finance, Minister of Infrastructure, Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Northeastern MPs and MPPs, Leaders of the Opposition, and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-04 

Municipal Elections Nomination Requirement 

 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario proposed amendments to Regulation 101/97 under 
the Municipal Elections Act, 1996; and 
 
WHEREAS the amendment sought to recognize the challenges that small and rural 
communities would experience if anyone wishing to run for municipal office would be 
required to obtain the signatures of 25 voters to support a nomination; and 
 
WHEREAS  the amendment would exempt municipalities with less than 4,000 electors; and 
 
WHEREAS it has become increasingly difficult ot attract candidates to run for municipal 
office in many communities across the North; 
 
WHEREAS the municipal sector strongly encourages the Government of Ontario to not 
impose additional barriers for potential candidates; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) requests the requirement of 25 signatures to support a nomination be eliminated 
regardless of the number of a electors in a municipality; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of the resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Northeastern MPs and MPPs, Leaders of the 
Opposition, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-05 

Cannabis Legalization 

 
WHEREAS the federal government passed legislation that will legalize recreational 
cannabis by July 1, 2018; and 
 
WHEREAS the Liquor Control Board of Ontario will oversee the sale and distribution of 
recreational cannabis through a subsidiary corporation within the Province of Ontario; and 
 
WHEREAS Ontario plans to open 49 stores by July 1, 2018, 80 stores by 2019, and 150 by 
2020; and 
 
WHEREAS municipalities did not pass this legislation yet will be the level of government 
responsible for the successful implementation; and 
 
WHEREAS there is a need for the province to consider a long-term approach to maximize 
opportunities for local economic development; and  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) requests the province to provide adequate resources and funding to 
municipalities for law enforcement and community support and to develop opportunities 
for local economic development; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of the resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, Northeastern MPs and MPPs, Leaders of the Opposition, and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-06 

Policing 

 
WHEREAS Bill 175, Safer Ontario Act, 2017, was an all encompassing Bill that aimed to 
replace the Police Services Act, 1990 and amend several other Acts; and 
 
WHEREAS concerns remain around a lack of concrete action to reduce the rising costs of 
policing as well as the implementation of several new requirements for municipalities; and 
 
WHEREAS Ontarians pay the highest costs in the country for policing; and 
 
WHEREAS the civilianization of specific functions could assist in reducing costs of policing;  
 
WHEREAS mandating municipalities to develop Community Safety and Well-Being Plans 
should be based on the size of a municipality or where an acute local public safety need 
exists; and 
 
WHEREAS this additional responsibility for municipalities should be supported through 
funding; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) requests the province to take further action to reduce the rising costs of policing 
and provide supports to municipalities for the additional mandates that resulted from Bill 
175, Safer Ontario Act, 2017. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, Northeastern MPs and MPPs, Leaders of the Opposition, and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-07 

EMS Upload 

 
WHEREAS municipal governments bear a financial burden associated with ambulance 
services either directly or indirectly through their designated delivery partner such as 
District Social Services Administration Boards; and 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario should be funding healthcare services in its entirety; 
and 
 
WHEREAS ambulance services are funded solely at the provincial level in other provinces; 
and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) requests that Emergency Medical Services be uploaded to the provincial 
government; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Northeastern MPs and MPPs, Leaders of the Opposition, and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MOVED BY: 

 

SECONDED BY:  

 

RESOLUTION No. 2018-07 

Incentives to Operate in Northern Ontario 

 
WHEREAS urban centres such as Toronto are highly populated and efforts to reduce 
growing levels of congestion appear to have little effect; and 
 
WHEREAS there is a high cost to taxpayers for office space for Government of Ontario 
employees in the GTA; and 
 
WHEREAS there are opportunities for new or existing Government of Ontario positions to 
be located in Northern Ontario that would be beneficial for communities in the North as 
well as assist government objectives of reducing congestion; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
(FONOM) requests the provincial government to provide incentives such as tax reductions, 
tax exemptions and/or relocation initiatives for businesses, institutions, and government 
departments to operate in Northern Ontario; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of the resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, Minister of Northern Development and Mines, Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Northeastern MPs and MPPs, Leaders of the Opposition, and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix A: 

2017-2018 Media Releases 

# Topic 

1 FONOM Pleased with the Federal Government’s Commitment to Northern 
Ontario 
 

2 Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry Commits to Delaying the Posting of 
the Draft Species At Risk Guide 
 

3 The Future of Species at Risk Policy is a Question of Credibility 
 

4 FONOM Disappointed with Decision to Cancel Energy East 
 

5 Activists 10 Years Behind the Current State of Science on Woodland Caribou 
 

6 Forestry Coalition Asks Government to Support Sector 
 

7 Ontario Increases Financial Support to Communities Through the Ontario 
Municipal Partnership Fund 
 

8 FONOM Pleased Government Investing in Transportation Services 
 

9 FONOM Seeking Northern Ontario Platforms from Party Leaders 
 

10 FONOM and NOMA Expecting Increase in Number of Long-Term Care Beds  
in the North 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

For immediate release: 

 

&/./- 0ÌÅÁÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ /ÎÔÁÒÉÏ  

 

April 20, 2017 ɀ Kapuskasing, ON – The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 

(FONOM) President, Mayor Alan Spacek of Kapuskasing attended a federal government 

announcement and met with the Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development, Honourable Navdeep Bains along with MP – Nipissing-Timiskaming Anthony 

Rota, MP – Nickel Belt Marc Serré and other Northern Leaders in North Bay on April 19, 

2017. 

 
Minister Bains, along with MP Anthony Rota and MP Marc Serré announced an investment 

of $25 million over five years through the Federal Economic Development Initiative for 

Northern Ontario (FedNor) to support projects that will help to create jobs and 

opportunities in Northern Ontario. 

 
In addition to the announcement, the Minister and MP Anthony Rota met with Northern 

Leaders to discuss the Prosperity and Growth Strategy for Northern Ontario which will 

focus on economic opportunities and efforts required to diversify the economic base of the 

region’s communities. The Strategy will help to facilitate discussions and inform future 

budget considerations for economic development in Northern Ontario. 

 
“I appreciated the opportunity to meet with Minister Bains and MP Anthony Rota to discuss 

Northern Ontario and the important role that FedNor plays in our communities. The 

federal government’s strategy to seek new opportunities in emerging industries such as 

clean technology but also focus on the unique strengths of the industries already operating 

in Northern Ontario will help to ensure a sustainable future for the region,” says Mayor 

Alan Spacek of Kapuskasing and President of FONOM. “It was particularly exciting to hear 

about the opportunities in mining innovation, agriculture and forestry and how these 

industries will assist in addressing climate change objectives.” 

 
We look forward to continuing to work with the federal government to build strong and 

vibrant communities. 
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For more information: 

Mayor Alan Spacek 

FONOM President 

705-335-0001 



 

 

 

Pour diffusion immédiate 

 

,Á &-./ ÓÅ ÒïÊÏÕÉÔ ÄÅ ÌȭÅÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÄÕ ÆïÄïÒÁÌ ÅÎÖÅÒÓ ÌÅ .ÏÒÄ ÄÅ Ìȭ/ÎÔÁÒÉÏ  

 

Kapuskasing, Ont., le 20 avril 2017 – Le président de la Fédération des municipalités du Nord de 

l’Ontario (FMNO), M. Alan Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing, s’est rendu à North Bay le 19 avril 2017, à 

l’occasion d’une annonce du gouvernement fédéral. En plus du ministre de l’Innovation, de la 

Science et du Développement économique (ISDE), l’honorable Navdeep Bains, et des députés 

fédéraux Anthony Rota (Nipissing-Timiskaming) et Marc Serré (Nickel Belt), il a pu y rencontrer 

d’autres dirigeants du Nord. 

 

Le ministre Bains, en compagnie des députés Rota et Serré, a annoncé un investissement de plus de 

25 millions de dollars sur cinq ans, par l’intermédiaire de l’Initiative fédérale de développement 

économique pour le Nord de l’Ontario (FedNor), pour appuyer des projets qui contribueront à créer 

de l’emploi et des débouchés économiques dans le Nord de l’Ontario. 

 

En plus de cette annonce, il y a eu une rencontre entre le ministre, les députés fédéraux et les 

dirigeants du Nord pour discuter de la Stratégie pour la prospérité et la croissance du Nord de 

l’Ontario. Cette stratégie sera axée sur les occasions et les efforts de développement économique 

nécessaires pour diversifier l’économie de base des collectivités de cette région. La Stratégie 

contribuera à faciliter les discussions et à éclairer les futures considérations budgétaires pour le 

développement économique du Nord de l’Ontario. 

 

« J’ai apprécié la possibilité de rencontrer le ministre Bains et le député Anthony Rota pour discuter 

avec eux du Nord de l’Ontario et du rôle important que joue FedNor au sein de nos collectivités. La 

stratégie du gouvernement fédéral, qui vise à chercher de nouveaux débouchés du côté des 

industries émergentes comme la technologie propre en plus de miser sur les forces uniques des 

industries déjà présentes dans le Nord de l’Ontario, contribuera à assurer un avenir durable à cette 

région » a déclaré le président de la FMNO et maire de Kapuskasing, M. Alan Spacek. « Il a été 

particulièrement stimulant d’entendre parler des débouchés en innovation minière, en agriculture 

et en foresterie, et comment ces secteurs de l’industrie aideront à atteindre les objectifs en matière 

de changement climatique ». 

 

Nous sommes heureux à l’idée de poursuivre notre travail avec le gouvernement fédéral pour créer 

des collectivités vigoureuses et dynamiques 
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Renseignements : 

M. Alan Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing 

Président de la FMNO 

705 335-0001 



 

 

 

For immediate release: 

 

Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry Commits to Delaying the Posting of the 

Draft Species At Risk Guide 

 

August 16, 2017 ɀ Ottawa, ON ɀ The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 

(FONOM) is pleased with the commitment to delay the posting of the draft Species At Risk 

(SAR) guide for 28 species to the Environmental Registry by the Hon. Kathryn McGarry, 

Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF). 

 

The commitment was made during the annual conference of the Association of 

Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and is welcomed news to northern municipal leaders who 

have been asking for the delay. “There were significant concerns that the posting of a draft 

SAR guide would see little change before becoming policy and ultimately have dire 

consequences across northern and rural Ontario,” said Mayor Al Spacek of Kapuskasing 

and President of FONOM. “It would in essence, shut down the economy in many of our 

communities” continued Spacek. 

 

Previously, FONOM along with the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA), 

the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), forest sector and Indigenous 

communities expressed their deep concerns to the Ministry for failing to consult and work 

with affected stakeholders on the draft SAR guide. 

 

Forestry activity operates under the Crown Forest Sustainability Act (CFSA) which protects 

species at risk while managing industry objectives as it must take into consideration the 

social, economic and environmental well-being of a forest, including species and their 

habitats. However, the push to take a species first approach would protect species without 

any consideration for the economic and social consequences that it would have. 

 

FONOM looks forward to continuing to work with the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Forestry to implement policies and legislation that will help grow the economy while also 

protecting species at risk. 
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For more information: 

Mayor Al Spacek 

FONOM President 

705-335-0001 

 



 

 

 

 

Pour diffusion immédiate 

 

Engagement du ministère des Richesses naturelles et des Forêts à retarder 

ÌȭÉÎÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÄÕ ÐÒÏÊÅÔ ÄÅ 'ÕÉÄÅ ÄÅÓ ÅÓÐîÃÅÓ ÅÎ ÐïÒÉÌ 

 

Ottawa, ON, le 16 août 2017 ɀ À la Fédération des municipalités du Nord de l’Ontario (FMNO), on 

se réjouit de l’engagement de Mme Kathryn McGarry, ministre des Richesses naturelles et des 

Forêts (MRNF), de retarder l’inscription au Registre environnemental du projet de Guide des 

espèces en péril (EEP) pour 28 espèces. 

 

Cet engagement, pris par la ministre au cours de la conférence annuelle de l’Association des 

municipalités de l’Ontario (AMO), est une bonne nouvelle pour les dirigeants municipaux du Nord, 

lesquels avaient demandé ce délai. « Nous étions vivement inquiets du fait qu’on apporterait peu de 

changement au projet de guide avant qu’il ne soit rendu officiel et qu’à la fin cela n’entraîne des 

conséquences désastreuses partout dans les collectivités rurales et du Nord de l’Ontario » a confié 

M. Alan Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing et président de la FMNO. « En fait », a-t-il poursuivi, « cette 

mesure était de nature à nuire à l’économie de plusieurs de nos communautés ». 

 

La FMNO, ainsi que l’Association des municipalités du Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario (NOMA), 

l’Association des municipalités rurales de l’Ontario (AMRO), le secteur forestier, de même que les 

collectivités autochtones, avaient précédemment exprimé à la ministre leurs profondes 

préoccupations suite à l’omission de consulter et de travailler de pair avec les intervenants touchés 

à l’étape de l’ébauche du projet de guide des EEP. 

 

Les activités forestières sont menées conformément à la Loi sur la durabilité des forêts de la 

Couronne (LDFC), laquelle protège les espèces en péril tout en gérant les objectifs de l’industrie car 

elle doit prendre en considération le bien-être social, économique et environnemental des forêts, y 

compris des espèces et de leurs habitats. Toutefois, la volonté d’adopter une approche avant tout 

axée sur les espèces protégerait ces dernières sans considération aucune pour les conséquences 

économiques et sociales qui en découleraient. 

 

Les membres de la FMNO sont heureux à l’idée de continuer à travailler de concert avec le 

ministère des Richesses naturelles et des Forêts pour la mise en œuvre de politiques et de mesures 

législatives qui favoriseront la croissance économique tout en protégeant les espèces en péril. 
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Renseignements  

M. Al Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing 

Président de la FMNO 

705 335-000 
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For immediate release: 

 
The Future of Species at Risk Policy is a Question of Credibility 

Ontario Forestry Coalition Says Fact-Based Arguments Should Trump Emotional Rhetoric 

 A coalition of municipal leaders, chambers of commerce, unions, and the forest sector are 
raising alarm bells that draft provincial species at risk policy will jeopardize jobs in 
northern and rural Ontario. 

The Ontario Forestry Coalition has been repeatedly requesting that the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF) consult with municipalities, Indigenous communities, and 
industry leaders to address the impact that the proposed species at risk policy will have on 
the forest sector. 

“Although NOMA initially graded the government as completely off track with regard to the 
Endangered Species Act, we sincerely appreciate Minister McGarry’s announcement that 
the posting of finalized species at risk policy will be suspended. We are now growing more 
and more concerned that even with the suspension of the policy, plans are in the works 
that will negatively impact the forest industry and those who rely on a robust sector to 
provide for their families,” said Wendy Landry, NOMA President and Mayor of Shuniah. 

Landry voiced concerns raised by a constituent in the region, “I have a forestry contractor 
in my own community who has recently made investments in excess of $6 million to buy 
equipment, expand his workforce, and invest in infrastructure. It has become clear to him 
that the proposed species at risk policy will have a devastating impact on fibre availability 
in our region, the life blood of his business, his employees, and the families these important 
jobs support.”    

Recently, the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, Kathryn McGarry, announced 
that her ministry needs a better understanding of the impacts of climate change, the 
cumulative effects of all activity on a broad, dynamic landscape, and a much better 
appreciation for the socio-economic implications, before finalizing species at risk policy. 

Mayor Dave Canfield of Kenora stated, “We welcomed the news from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry, however we remain concerned that campaign-driven and 
emotionally-charged arguments being presented by environmental activists will continue 
to drive the process. MNRF is choosing to ignore credible, fact-based arguments being 
presented by people who have been working on the land for years, and MNRF’s own 
research scientists. For example, MNRF has spent $11 million in caribou research that 
suggests the range of woodland caribou herds has barely changed since the 1950s.” 
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President of FONOM and Mayor of Kapuskasing, Al Spacek, made similar comments, 
“Decisions on policy needs to be informed by the people who are most impacted. 
Arguments presented by those with special interests and no skin in the game cannot be 
viewed as credible. This is our own backyard and we deserve to have a say in the policy 
that governs it.” 

President and CEO of OFIA, Jamie Lim, concluded, “If we truly want to strengthen our forest 
sector and the middle class, government policy needs to support current operations and 
provide consistent, reliable and affordable access to wood fibre. The future of 57,000 
people directly employed by the sector, and their families, depend on getting this policy 
right.” 

About the OFC 

The Ontario Forestry Coalition is a grassroots organization focused on ensuring that 
government policy supports the continued resurgence of Ontario’s renewable forest sector, 
the maintenance of full-time forestry jobs, the transition to a low-carbon economy, and the 
three pillars of sustainability. 
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Contact Information: 

Wendy Landry Al Spacek   Dave Canfield  Jamie Lim 
Mayor of Shuniah Mayor of Kapuskasing Mayor of Kenora President & CEO 
President of NOMA President of FONOM  807-486-1115 OFIA 
807-626-6686 705-335-0001     416-368-6188 
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,Á #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÉîÒÅ ÄÅ Ìȭ/ÎÔÁÒÉÏ ÓÏÕÔÉÅÎÔ ÑÕÅ ÌÅÓ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÎÄïÓ ÓÕÒ ÌÅÓ ÆÁÉÔÓ 
ÄÅÖÒÁÉÅÎÔ ÌȭÅÍÐÏÒÔÅÒ ÓÕÒ ÕÎ ÄÉÓÃÏÕÒÓ ÔÅÉÎÔï ÄȭïÍÏÔÉÖÉÔï 

 Une coalition qui regroupe des dirigeants municipaux, des chambres de commerce, des 
syndicats et le secteur forestier sonne l’alarme : le projet de politique provinciale sur les 
espèces en péril menacera certains emplois dans les régions rurales et du Nord de 
l’Ontario. 

La Coalition forestière de l’Ontario a demandé à plusieurs reprises que le ministère des 
Richesses naturelles et des Forêts (MRNF) consulte les municipalités, les communautés 
autochtones et les chefs de file de l’industrie pour contrer l’impact que la politique 
proposée en matière d’espèces en péril aura sur le secteur forestier. 

« Bien qu’au départ l’AMNO ait jugé que le gouvernement faisait complètement fausse 
route en ce qui avait trait à la Loi sur les espèces en voie de disparition, ses membres 
apprécient sincèrement l’annonce faite par la ministre McGarry à l’effet que le projet de 
politique sera suspendu. En ce moment, nous sommes de plus en plus préoccupés car, en 
dépit de la suspension de cette politique, des plans qui auront un impact négatif sur 
l’industrie forestière et sur ceux qui dépendent d’un secteur dynamique pour subvenir aux 
besoins de leurs familles sont en cours » a déclaré Mme Wendy Landry, présidente de 
l’AMNO et mairesse de Shuniah. 

Mme Landry a fait part des préoccupations exprimées par un électeur de la région. « Un 
entrepreneur forestier de ma communauté vient d’investir plus de 6 millions de dollars 
dans l’achat d’équipement, dans l’augmentation de ses effectifs et dans l’infrastructure. 
Pour lui, il est clair que la politique proposée en matière d’espèces en péril aura un effet 
dévastateur sur la disponibilité de la fibre de bois dans notre région, la force vive de son 
entreprise, sur ses employés et sur les familles soutenues par ces importants emplois. » 

Récemment, la ministre des Richesses naturelles et des Forêts, Mme Kathryn McGarry, a 
annoncé qu’avant de finaliser la politique sur les espèces en péril son ministère doit 
parvenir à une meilleure compréhension des impacts du changement climatique, des effets 
cumulatifs de toute l’activité sur un territoire vaste et dynamique, ainsi qu’à une bien 
meilleure appréciation des répercussions socioéconomiques. 

De dire M. David Canfield, maire de Kanora : « Nous avons bien accueilli cette nouvelle du 
ministère des Richesses naturelles et des Forêts. Nous demeurons toutefois préoccupés par 
le fait que des arguments axés sur une campagne et teintés d’émotivité continueront 
d’orienter le processus. Le MRNF choisit de ne pas tenir compte d’arguments crédibles, 
fondés sur des faits qui leur sont présentés par des gens qui ont travaillé sur les terres 
depuis de nombreuses années et par les propres chercheurs du ministère. À titre 
d’exemple, le MRNF a investi 11 millions de dollars dans une recherche portant sur les 
caribous qui a révélé que l’aire de répartition des troupeaux de caribou des bois n’a 
pratiquement pas changé depuis les années 1950. » 



2/2 

 

 

Le président de la FMNO et maire de Kapuskasing, M. Al Spacek, a émis des commentaires 
du même ordre. « Les décisions relatives à cette politique doivent être éclairées par les 
personnes qui en seront le plus touchées. On ne peut considérer crédibles les arguments 
mis de l’avant par des groupes d’intérêts spéciaux et par ceux qui ne risquent pas leur peau. 
Il s’agit de notre territoire et nous méritons d’avoir notre mot à dire dans les politiques qui 
le gouverne. » 

La PDG de l’AIFO, Mme Jamie Lim, a conclu en ces termes : « Si nous voulons vraiment 
renforcer notre secteur forestier et consolider la classe moyenne, la politique 
gouvernementale doit appuyer les activités actuelles et favoriser un accès constant, fiable 
et abordable à la fibre de bois. L’avenir de 57 000 personnes qui travaillent directement 
dans ce secteur et des familles de celles-ci dépend de l’élaboration d’une bonne politique. » 

!Õ ÓÕÊÅÔ ÄÅ ÌÁ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÉîÒÅ ÄÅ Ìȭ/ÎÔÁÒÉÏ 

La Coalition forestière de l’Ontario est une organisation de base qui veille à ce que les 
politiques du gouvernement appuient la résurgence continue du secteur forestier 
renouvelable de l’Ontario, le maintien d’emplois à plein temps dans le secteur forestier, la 
transition vers une économie pauvre en carbone, et les trois piliers de la durabilité. 
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Renseignements : 

Mme Wendy Landry M. Al Spacek   M. Dave Canfield Mme Jamie Lim 
Mairesse of Shuniah  Maire de Kapuskasing Maire de Kenora PDG de I’AIFO 
Présidente de l’AMNO Président de la FMNO 807-486-1115 416-368-6188 
807-626-6686   705-335-0001       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

FONOM Disappointed with Decision to Cancel Energy East 

October 10, 2017 ɀ Kirkland Lake, ON - The Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) is disappointed with the decision to cancel the proposed Energy 
East pipeline project as announced on October 5, 2017 by TransCanada. 

 The proposed Energy East project, which included approximately 3,000 kilometres of 
existing pipeline to be converted and 1,500 kilometres of new pipeline, would have had 
significant socio-economic benefits within Northern Ontario. Communities would have 
experienced job creation as well as economic activity through the purchase of goods and 
services during the development and construction phase and during the long-term 
operation of the pipeline. 

 Also troubling are the negative impacts to the environment as a result of the cancellation 
of the Energy East proposal. Transporting oil by pipeline is a much more environmentally 
sound method of transportation rather than by rail or truck and there is less risk of a spill. 
Pipelines must adhere to high environmental regulations and safety standards. 

 “The negative impact to municipalities will be felt not only in Northern Ontario but also 
across Canada,” said Mayor Al Spacek of Kapuskasing and President of FONOM. “Canada 
will be forced to continue to import oil from foreign nations, including those that have 
deplorable human rights violations,” continued Spacek. 

 “Environmentalists will claim this as a victory but in fact, this is a serious detriment to the 
safety and security of our communities. There is no question when you factor in the 
negative effects on the environment and potential for dangerous spills, shipping by rail or 
truck is statistically less safe than by pipeline.” 

-30- 

 
For more information: 
Mayor Alan Spacek 
FONOM President 
705-335-0001 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

!ÎÎÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÕ ÐÒÏÊÅÔ ÄȭÏÌïÏÄÕÃ OÎÅÒÇÉÅ %ÓÔ ȡ ÌÁ &-./ ÄïëÕÅ 

Kirkland Lake, ON ɀ le 10 october 2017 - À la Fédération des municipalités du Nord de 
l’Ontario (FMNO) on se dit déçu de la décision de TransCanada, rendue publique le 5 
octobre 2017, d’annuler le projet d’oléoduc Énergie Est. 

 Le projet d’oléoduc Énergie Est, qui comprenait la conversion d’environ 3000 kilomètres 
de pipeline et l’ajout de 1500 kilomètres de nouveau pipeline, aurait eu des retombées 
socioéconomiques considérables dans le nord de l’Ontario. Au cours des phases de 
développement et de construction du projet, ainsi que pendant l’exploitation à long terme 
de l’oléoduc, les collectivités auraient bénéficié de la création d’emplois et de l’activité 
économique qui auraient découlé de l’achat de biens et de services. 

 L’annulation du projet Énergie Est aura également des impacts négatifs inquiétants sur le 
plan de l’environnement. Le transport du pétrole par pipeline est un moyen de transport 
nettement plus écologique que le transport ferroviaire ou routier; il présente des risques 
moins élevés de déversement. La construction d’oléoducs doit se faire en respectant des 
normes rigoureuses en matière d’environnement et de sécurité. 

 « L’impact négatif sur les municipalités se fera non seulement sentir dans le nord de 
l’Ontario, mais également partout au Canada » a déclaré M. Alan Spacek, maire de 
Kapuskasing et président de la FMNO. « Le Canada sera contraint de continuer à importer 
du pétrole de pays étrangers, y compris ceux qui ont un bilan déplorable au chapitre des 
violations des droits de la personne » a ajouté M. Spacek. 

 « Les écologistes crieront victoire, mais en fait cette décision est au détriment de la 
sécurité et de la sûreté de nos collectivités. Il ne fait aucun doute que lorsque l’on tient 
compte des effets négatifs sur l’environnement et d’éventuels déversements de produits 
dangereux, l’expédition ferroviaire ou routière est statistiquement plus risquée que par 
pipeline. » 
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M. Alan Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing 
Président de la FMNO 
705 335-0001 
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Activists 10 Years Behind the Current Science on Woodland Caribou 

October 30, 2017 - To claim Ontario has not acted to save caribou is conveniently ignoring 
over 20 years of work, 600 tracked animals and $11 million dollars of government 
research. As if it was Groundhog Day, campaign science is once again attempting to shut 
down Ontario’s most renewable and sustainable sector, at the expense of 57,000 
hardworking men and women in northern and rural communities across this province. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s (MNRF) surveys confirm that the 
recession of caribou range in Ontario has been minimal or non-existent over the last 
several decades. The majority of the core range occupied since the 1950s is still occupied 
today, and the range has been extended southward significantly along parts of the southern 
range edge in northwestern Ontario (compared with the area occupied in the 1950s). 

 The Dynamic Caribou Habitat Schedule has been in place in forest management plans for 
over 20 years and requires that forest managers concentrate harvesting, minimize road 
densities, implement road decommissioning strategies, and develop approaches to 
promote conifer species (caribou habitat). This is consistent with the Caribou Conservation 
Plan developed by Ontario government and makes management decisions based on the 
state of caribou ranges.  This places Ontario as a leader within Canada in terms of caribou 
range research and management. 

 In northwestern Ontario, progressive forestry practices for caribou habitat management 
have been in place since the early 1990’s. Recent data suggest that caribou range retraction 
has ceased within the past few decades and that caribou are returning to previously 
harvested areas, suggesting that existing management practices are effective in promoting 
habitat renewal. 

 Climate change might be the single greatest threat to caribou habitat, yet activists remain 
largely silent on this.  An article published this year in the research journal Rangifer, states 
that by 2050, “under the most conservative greenhouse gas emissions scenarios, with a 
range of increase in minimum winter temperature between 0.9-5.3ºC, we projected a loss 
of 57.2-99.8% of woodland caribou range in Ontario.” 

 Instead, activists continue to hang their hat on human disturbance, despite an evolved 
understanding of caribou behaviour and ecosystem management within scientific 
literature.  You cannot help but connect the dots and realize that these groups do not care 
about the conservation of caribou, they only care about fundraising dollars, putting an end 
to an industry, and threatening a way of life within our northern communities. 
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Sustainable harvest volumes within Ontario have increased by 75% since their historic low 
in 2009, according to Natural Resources Canada.  The industry is recovering and busy 
providing Toronto’s booming real estate market with an affordable, sustainable, local, and 
climate-friendly material to build homes with. This renewed economic activity also 
provides northern, rural, and Indigenous communities with amazing opportunities. The 
forest sector continues to sustainably harvest less than 0.5% of Ontario’s managed Crown 
forests annually, yet this small amount supports 57,000 direct jobs. At the end of the day, 
we will continue to manage our forests responsibly and for generations to come. 

 To accuse the forest sector and the MNRF of not taking action on woodland caribou, 
without an understanding of the current state of science, enormous volume of work 
completed, and an acknowledgement of the progressive changes to sustainable forest 
management is an embarrassment. Our jobs, communities, and way of life are irresponsibly 
being placed at risk by the lobbying efforts of activists and based on information that is 10 
years behind the curve.  
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Le caribou boréal : des activistes accusent dix ans de retard  
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÍÅÎÔ Û ÌȭïÔÁÔ ÁÃÔÕÅÌ ÄÅÓ ÃÏÎÎÁÉÓÓÁÎÃÅÓ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÆÉÑÕÅÓ 

 

Le 30 Octobre 2017- Prétendre que le gouvernement ontarien n’a rien entrepris pour 
protéger la population de caribous, c’est commodément passer sous silence plus de 20 ans 
de travail, l’étude de plus de 600 animaux et plus de 11 millions de dollars consacrés à la 
recherche gouvernementale. Comme si nous revivions chaque jour le même jour, une 
campagne scientifique vise encore à faire disparaître le secteur ontarien le plus 
renouvelable et le plus durable, au détriment de 57 000 hommes et femmes qui travaillent 
fort, dans des collectivités nordiques et rurales partout dans la province. 

Les études du ministère des Richesses naturelles et des Forêts (MRNF) confirment que le 
recul de l’aire de répartition du caribou boréal (ou caribou des bois) a été minime ou non 
existant au cours des dernières décennies. La majeure partie de la principale zone occupée 
par les caribous depuis les années 1950 est encore occupée aujourd’hui; cette zone s’est 
sensiblement étendue vers le sud, dans certaines parties le long de la limite sud de la zone 
dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario (comparativement à la zone occupée dans les années 
1950). 

Voilà plus de vingt ans que la Planification de l’habitat dynamique du caribou a été mise en 
place dans le cadre des Plans de durabilité des forêts existants. Cette planification prévoit 
que les gestionnaires de forêts concentrent leur zone de récolte, réduisent au minimum les 
réseaux routiers, adoptent des stratégies de mise hors service de routes, et élaborent des 
prescriptions sylvicoles afin de promouvoir les peuplements forestiers dominés par les 
conifères (l’habitat préféré du caribou). Cette démarche s’inscrit dans la logique du Plan de 
protection des caribous mis au point par le gouvernement de l’Ontario et permet de 
prendre des décisions de gestion qui s’appuient sur l’état des aires de répartition du 
caribou. Cette stratégie fait du gouvernement ontarien le chef de file canadien en ce qui 
concerne la recherche sur l’aire de répartition du caribou et sa gestion. 

Dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario, des pratiques forestières progressives pour la gestion de 
l’aire de répartition du caribou sont en place depuis le début des années 1990. Des données 
récentes donnent à penser que la diminution des aires réservées au caribou a cessé au 
cours des dernières décennies et que les caribous retournent dans les zones 
antérieurement récoltées, ce qui suggère que les pratiques de gestion existantes sont 
efficaces pour favoriser le renouveau de l’habitat. 

Les changements climatiques pourraient constituer la plus importante menace à l’habitat 
des caribous. Cependant, les activistes ont plutôt tendance à se taire à ce sujet. Un article 
publié cette année dans la revue de recherche Rangifer révèle que d’ici 2050, « dans les 
scénarios les plus conservateurs d’émissions de gaz à effet de serre, avec une plage 
d’augmentation minimale des températures hivernales se situant entre 0,9 et 5,3 °C, nous 
avons projeté une perte de 57,2 à 99,8 % de l’aire de répartition du caribou en Ontario ». 
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En dépit d’une meilleure compréhension du comportement du caribou et de la gestion de 
l’écosystème dont fait état la documentation scientifique, ces activistes continuent 
d’attribuer la situation actuelle à la perturbation anthropique. On ne peut s’empêcher de 
tirer les conclusions qui s’imposent et de prendre conscience que ces groupes ne se 
soucient aucunement de la protection des populations de caribou. Il leur importe 
seulement d’amasser des fonds, d’abolir une industrie et de menacer un mode de vie cher 
aux collectivités nordiques. 

 D’après Ressources naturelles Canada, les volumes d’exploitation durable en Ontario ont 
augmenté de 75 % depuis leur niveau historique le plus bas, en 2009. L’industrie se rétablit 
et s’active à fournir au marché immobilier florissant de Toronto des matériaux abordables, 
durables, locaux et respectueux du climat, avec lesquels construire des maisons. Ce regain 
d’activité économique offre également de magnifiques possibilités aux collectivités du 
Nord, des milieux ruraux et des Premières Nations. Le secteur forestier continue 
d’exploiter chaque année, de manière durable, moins de 0,5 % des forêts de la Couronne 
gérées. Pourtant faible, ce montant soutient 57 000 emplois directs. Au final, nous 
continuerons de gérer nos forêts de façon responsable, pour les générations à venir. 

 Accuser le secteur forestier et le MRN de ne pas avoir adopté les mesures nécessaires 
relatives au caribou des bois, sans comprendre l’état actuel des connaissances scientifiques, 
l’énorme volume de travail accompli, et sans reconnaître les changements progressifs liés à 
la gestion durable des forêts, est honteux. Nos emplois, nos collectivités, et notre mode de 
vie sont mis en péril de façon irresponsable par les efforts de lobbying des activistes qui se 
fondent sur de l’information qui accuse dix ans de retard. 
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Forestry Coalition Asks Government to Support Sector 

Leaders say Policy Must Consider Climate Change, Cumulative, and Socio-Economic Impacts 
  
 
November 20, 2017 ɀ 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ 0ÁÒË- A coalition of municipal and Indigenous leaders, 
chambers of commerce, unions, and forest professionals are coming to Queen’s Park on 
Wednesday, November 22nd to dispel misinformation about Ontario’s forest sector and to 
urge the Government to avoid unintended consequences from rushed species at risk (SAR) 
policy. 
  
Recently, a co-ordinated effort by groups opposed to forestry has attempted to label 
Ontario’s forest sector as unsustainable. On October 25th an opinion piece in the Toronto 
Star, authored by the David Suzuki Foundation and Environmental Defense, asked, “will 
anyone act to save the caribou? Ontario is not.” Similar comments were made by CPAWS 
Wildlands League and the American activist group Natural Resources Defence Council 
(NRDC). 
  
In response, FONOM President and Mayor of Kapuskasing, Al Spacek, said, “To claim 
Ontario has not acted to save caribou is conveniently ignoring over 20 years of work, 600 
tracked animals and $11 million dollars of government research.” 
  
On October 18th, Ben and Jerry’s ice cream wrote a letter to provincial Ministers and 
Premiers to say that they are concerned about “unsustainable logging practices” in 
Canada’s boreal forest. NOMA President and Mayor of Shuniah, Wendy Landry, stated, 
“These attacks on forestry are extremely concerning. Decisions on policy need to be made 
on the best available science and informed by the people who are most impacted.” She 
went on to say, “Arguments presented by those with special interests and no skin in the 
game cannot be viewed as credible. We are forestry. This is our backyard and we deserve 
to have a say in the policy that governs it.” 
  
Chair of ROMA and Mayor of the Township of Rideau Lakes, Ron Holman, said, “Each day, 
we grow more concerned with how activist rhetoric may threaten forest sustainability. 
New policy based on misinformation will have unintended consequences for communities 
in every region of this province.” 
  
Chief Ed Wawia, from Red Rock Indian Band, stated, “The socio-economic impacts of the 
proposed species at risk rules have the potential to negatively impact Indigenous 
communities. If these proposed new regulations are implemented, the sustainable forestry 
businesses we have built and the jobs dependent on them will be lost.” 

http://rrib.ca/index.php


 
Jamie Lim, President and CEO of the Ontario Forest Industries Association (OFIA), said, 
“Since 2013, we have been asking the Ministry of Natural Resources to act on their 
commitment to establish a panel that would review the linkages between the Crown Forest 
Sustainability Act (CFSA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA). A change in timelines and 
an extension to the current Section 55 Rules in Regulation is required to take the 
appropriate amount of time to get things right.” She continued, “These are the affected 
stakeholders that need to form the panel. 57,000 direct jobs in this province are at stake 
and we can’t let misinformation get in the way of evidence-based policy decisions.” 
  
Unifor’s Research Director, Bill Murnighan, concluded by saying, “Forestry is one of the 
most important sectors of the Canadian economy, shapes many of our communities, and 
affects a wide and diverse range of stakeholders. Policy can dramatically affect forestry and 
workers need to ensure their views are heard and their interests are represented. Their 
livelihoods should not be threatened and undermined by misinformation and policy should 
be based on solid science.” 
  
  
About the OFC 
  
The Ontario Forestry Coalition is a grassroots organization focused on ensuring 
government policy that supports the continued resurgence of Ontario’s renewable forest 
sector, the maintenance of full-time forestry jobs, the transition to a low-carbon economy, 
and the three pillars of sustainability. 
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5ÎÅ ÃÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÉîÒÅ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÅ ÁÕ ÇÏÕÖÅÒÎÅÍÅÎÔ ÄȭÁÐÐÕÙÅÒ ÌÅ ÓÅÃÔÅÕÒ 

 

Le 10 novembre 2017 ɀ 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ 0ÁÒË - Une coalition formée de dirigeants municipaux et 
autochtones, de chambres de commerce et de professionnels de l’industrie forestière sera 
présente à Queen’s Park, ce mercredi 22 novembre, afin de rectifier l’information erronée 
qu’on entend au sujet du secteur forestier de l’Ontario ainsi que pour exhorter le 
gouvernement à éviter les conséquences indésirables de la politique précipitée visant les 
espèces en péril (EEP). 

Récemment, un effort concerté de groupes opposés à l’industrie forestière a tenté de faire 
étiqueter le secteur forestier de l’Ontario comme secteur non durable. Dans un article 
d’opinion paru dans le Toronto Star le 25 octobre 2017, signé par la Fondation David 
Suzuki et le Fonds de défense de l’environnement, on posait la question suivante : « Qui 
agira pour sauver les caribous? L’Ontario ne le fait pas ». Des commentaires semblables ont 
été émis par la Wildlands League de la SNAP et par le National Resource Defence Council 
(NRDC), un groupe d’activistes américain. 

 En réponse, le président de la FMNO et maire de Kapuskasing, M. Alan Spacek, a déclaré : 
« Prétendre que l’Ontario n’a rien entrepris pour protéger la population de caribous, c’est 
commodément passer sous silence plus de 20 ans de travail, l’étude de plus de 600 
animaux et 11 million de dollars consacrés à la recherche par le gouvernement ». 

Le 18 octobre, c’était au tour du fabricant de glaces Ben & Jerry’s d’écrire une lettre aux 
ministres et premiers ministres provinciaux pour exprimer ses craintes au sujet des 
« pratiques d’exploitation forestière non durables » dans la forêt boréale du Canada. 
Mme Wendy Landry, présidente de l’AMNO et mairesse de Shuniah, a affirmé que « [c]es 
attaques contre le secteur forestier sont extrêmement préoccupantes. Les décisions qui ont 
trait aux politiques doivent être prises en s’appuyant sur les meilleures données 
scientifiques et être éclairées par ceux qui sont le plus directement touchés ». Elle a 
poursuivi en ces termes « On ne peut accorder de la crédibilité aux arguments présentés 
par des groupes d’intérêts spéciaux qui ne courent aucun risque. Nous sommes l’industrie 
forestière. Elle est située chez nous. Nous méritons d’avoir notre mot à dire au sujet de la 
politique qui la régit ». 

Pour sa part, M. Ronald Holman, président de l’AMRO et maire du canton de Rideau Lakes, 
a déclaré : « Chaque jour, nous sommes de plus en plus préoccupés par la façon dont la 
rhétorique des activistes peut constituer une menace pour la durabilité des forêts. Une 
nouvelle politique fondée sur de la désinformation aura des conséquences indésirables 
pour les collectivités de toutes les régions de la province ». 

http://rrib.ca/index.php


Quant au chef de la Première nation de Red Rock, Ed Wawia, il a souligné que « Les 
répercussions socioéconomiques de la réglementation proposée sur les espèces en péril 
risquent d’avoir un impact négatif sur les communautés autochtones. Si la nouvelle 
réglementation proposée est mise en œuvre, les entreprises de foresterie durable que nous 
avons bâties et les emplois qui en dépendent disparaîtront ». 

 Mme Jamie Lim, présidente-directrice générale de l’Association de l’industrie forestière de 
l’Ontario (AIFO) a déclaré : « Depuis 2013, nous avons demandé au ministère des Richesses 
naturelles et des Forêts de respecter son engagement d’établir un groupe d’experts pour 
étudier les liens entre la Loi de 1994 sur la durabilité des forêts de la Couronne et la Loi de 
2007 sur les espèces en voie de disparition. Il faut apporter des modifications aux calendriers 
et prolonger l’actuel article 55 de la réglementation par règles afin de prendre le temps 
nécessaire pour bien faire les choses ». Elle a poursuivi en ajoutant « Voici les parties 
prenantes touchées, celles qui doivent former ce groupe d’experts. En tout, ce sont 57 000 
emplois directs qui sont en jeu dans cette province. Nous ne pouvons laisser la 
désinformation être un obstacle à la prise de décisions fondées sur des données 
probantes ». 

 M. Bill Murnighan, directeur de la recherche chez Unifor, a conclu en ces termes : 
« L’industrie forestière est l’un des secteurs les plus importants de l’économie canadienne. 
Elle façonne plusieurs communautés, en plus d’avoir un impact sur un éventail large et 
varié de parties prenantes. Une politique peut avoir des répercussions considérables sur le 
secteur forestier et les travailleurs doivent s’assurer de faire connaître leur point de vue et 
de faire représenter leurs intérêts. Leur moyen de subsistance ne devrait pas être menacé 
ni miné par la désinformation et les politiques devraient être fondées sur des données 
scientifiques solides ». 

 !Õ ÓÕÊÅÔ ÄÅ ÌÁ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÎÔÁÒÉÅÎÎÅ ÄÅ ÌȭÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÉîÒÅ ɉ/&#Ɋ 

 La Coalition ontarienne de l’industrie forestière est un organisme communautaire qui 
veille à faire en sorte que les politiques gouvernementales appuient la résurgence continue 
du secteur forestier renouvelable de l’Ontario, le maintien des emplois à temps plein dans 
le secteur forestier, la transition vers une économie à faible intensité carbonique, ainsi que 
les trois piliers du développement durable. 
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Ontario Government Increases Financial Support to Communities through the 

Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund 

November 21, 2017 ɀ Kirkland Lake, ON - The Federation of Northern Ontario 

Municipalities (FONOM) is pleased with the provincial government’s announcement on 

November 20, 2017 to increase the Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) by $5 

million for 2018 to a total of $510 million in funding for 389 municipalities across the 

province. 

The province has recognized that municipalities are facing challenging fiscal circumstances 

by not only increasing funding but also targeting the funding to municipalities that are 

most challenged. Specifically, the funding will be increased for the Northern and Rural 

Fiscal Circumstances Grant, the Rural Communities Grant, and the Northern Communities 

Grant. 

“While we are pleased with the increase in funding and for recognizing rural and northern 

communities are facing unique circumstances, it is important to acknowledge that not all 

communities are seeing increases. In fact, there are communities across Northern Ontario 

that will be seeing a decrease from their 2017 funding allocations,” says Mayor Alan Spacek 

of Kapuskasing and FONOM President. 

“We would also like to acknowledge the government for fulfilling their commitment to 

upload social assistance benefit costs and court security and prisoner transportation costs 

from the property tax base as part of the 2008 Provincial Municipal Fiscal Service Delivery 

Review agreement,” said Spacek. 
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Le gouvernement ontarien accroît son aide financière aux collectivités 

ÁÕ ÍÏÙÅÎ ÄÕ &ÏÎÄÓ ÄÅ ÐÁÒÔÅÎÁÒÉÁÔ ÁÖÅÃ ÌÅÓ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔïÓ ÄÅ Ìȭ/ÎÔÁÒÉÏ 

 

Kirkland Lake, ON ɀ le 21 novembre 2017 - À la Fédération des municipalités du Nord 

de l’Ontario (FMNO), on se réjouit de l’annonce faite par le gouvernement provincial, le 20 

novembre 2017, d’un financement additionnel de 5 millions de dollars, en 2018, par 

l’entremise du Fonds de partenariat avec les municipalités de l’Ontario (FPMO). Ce montant 

porte à 510 millions de dollars la somme que se partagent 389 municipalités dans 

l’ensemble de la province. 

Le gouvernement provincial a reconnu que les municipalités sont confrontées à un 

contexte financier difficile, non seulement en augmentant le financement, mais aussi en 

ciblant ce financement vers les municipalités dont la situation est la plus précaire. Plus 

précisément, on augmentera le financement de la Subvention liée à la situation financière 

pour les municipalités rurales et du Nord, celui de la Subvention aux collectivités rurales et 

celui de la Subvention aux collectivités du Nord. 

« Bien que nous soyons heureux que l’on augmente le financement et que l’on reconnaisse 

que les collectivités rurales et du Nord font face à des contextes particuliers, il est 

important de signaler que ce ne sont pas toutes les collectivités qui connaîtront une 

augmentation. En fait, certaines collectivités de partout dans le Nord de l’Ontario verront 

leurs affectations de fonds diminuer par rapport à 2017 » a déclaré M. Alan Spacek, maire 

de Kapuskasing et président de la FMNO. 

« Nous aimerions profiter de l’occasion pour remercier le gouvernement d’avoir respecté 

son engagement, pris dans le cadre de l’accord de 2008 lié à l’Examen provincial-municipal 

du financement et du mode de prestation des services, de reprendre de la base imposable les 

coûts relatifs aux prestations d’aide sociale, à la sécurité dans les tribunaux et au transport 

des prisonniers » a déclaré M. Spacek. 
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FONOM Pleased Ontario Government Investing in Transportation Services 
  
December 6, 2017 ɀ Kirkland Lake, ON - The Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) commends the provincial government’s announcement to improve 
transportation services within and between communities across the North. The 
announcement to enhance bus services and implement the Community Transportation 
Grant Program was made on December 1, 2017 by the Minister of Northern Development 
and Mines, Michael Gravelle and the Minister of Transportation, Steven Del Duca alongside 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Bill Mauro. 
  
The Ministers announced that return service would be in place five days a week between 
all communities served by Ontario Northland or private carriers. The government has also 
committed to monitoring ridership levels to ensure customer demand is met and service is 
expanded when needed. 
  
“FONOM will be holding the government to account to ensure that bus services will in fact 
be improved and expanded when needed,” said Mayor Alan Spacek of Kapuskasing and 
President of FONOM. “Many Northern Ontarians depend on bus transportation to get to 
medical appointments, post secondary education and to visit friends and family. We need a 
system that is both accessible and reliable. A person should never have to wait on the side 
of a highway in the middle of the night to be able to get on a bus.” 
  
In addition to enhancing bus transportation, the government also introduced the 
Community Transportation Grant Program. The program aims to assist municipalities in 
developing new transportation services or improve existing service to communities across 
the province that are not served or are underserved by regular transit and intercommunity 
bus service. 
  
“This program will prove beneficial particularly for those with limited mobility, seniors, 
people with disabilities, youth and people living on low income. However, we caution the 
government not to shift responsibility of intercommunity transportation to local 
governments.” 
  
The announcement demonstrates that the government is listening to the needs and 
concerns of Ontarians by improving and enhancing bus transportation services. FONOM 
will continue to call on the government to ensure that the transportation network in 
Northern Ontario is reliable and properly invested in. 
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,ȭÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÓÓÅÍÅÎÔ ÄÕ ÇÏÕÖÅÒÎÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÎÔÁÒÉÅÎ ÄÁÎÓ ÌÅÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÄÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔȡ 
une annonce qui réjouit la FMNO 

  
Kirkland Lake, ON ɀ le 6 décembre 2017 - À la Fédération des municipalités du Nord de l’Ontario 
(FMNO), on félicite le gouvernement provincial pour sa décision d’améliorer les services de 
transport au sein des communautés du Nord et entre celles-ci. Le 1er décembre, M. Michael Gravelle, 
ministre du Développement du Nord et des Mines, accompagné de M. Steven Del Duca, ministre des 
Transports, et de M. Bill Mauro, ministre des Affaires municipales, a annoncé l’intention du 
gouvernement de l’Ontario d’améliorer les services d’autobus et de mettre en place un Programme 
de subventions pour les transports communautaires. 
  
Les ministres ont annoncé qu’un service aller-retour serait mis en place, à raison de cinq jours par 
semaine, dans toutes les collectivités desservies par Ontario Northland ou par des transporteurs 
privés. Le gouvernement s’est aussi engagé à suivre le niveau d’achalandage pour s’assurer de 
répondre aux demandes de la clientèle et de façon à étendre les services, le cas échéant. 
  
« La FMNO demandera des comptes au gouvernement pour s’assurer que les services d’autobus 
seront effectivement améliorés et accrus en cas de besoin » a déclaré M. Alan Spacek, maire de 
Kapuskasing et président de la FMNO. « De nombreux habitants du Nord de l’Ontario dépendent du 
service d’autobus pour se rendre à des rendez-vous médicaux, pour aller poursuivre leurs études et 
pour rendre visite à leurs amis ou à des membres de leur famille. Ce dont nous avons besoin, c’est 
un système à la fois accessible et fiable. Personne ne devrait avoir à attendre le long de la route, en 
pleine nuit, afin de pouvoir monter à bord de l’autobus ». 
  
En plus d’améliorer le service de transport par autobus, le gouvernement a lancé le Programme de 
subventions pour les transports communautaires. Ce programme vise à aider les municipalités à 
mettre en place de nouveaux services de transport ou à améliorer le service vers des collectivités de 
partout en province qui ne sont pas desservies ou mal desservies par un service régulier ou par un 
service d’autobus intercommunautaire. 
  
« Ce programme se révélera particulièrement bénéfique pour les personnes à mobilité réduite, 
âgées, handicapées, à faible revenu ainsi que pour les jeunes. Toutefois, nous exhortons le 
gouvernement à ne pas chercher à transférer aux administrations locales la responsabilité du 
transport intercommunautaire ». 
  
Cette annonce du projet d’améliorer et de renforcer les services de transport par autobus montre 
que le gouvernement est à l’écoute des besoins et des préoccupations  de la population de l’Ontario. 
La FMNO continuera de faire appel au gouvernement pour s’assurer que le réseau de transport du 
Nord de l’Ontario est fiable et adéquatement financé. 
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For immediate Release 
 
 

FONOM Seeking Northern Ontario Platforms from Party Leaders 
 
 
January 18, 2018 ɀ Kirkland Lake, ON - The Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) sent requests on November 29, 2017 to the three main political 
parties in the province, seeking their vision for Northern Ontario. The sole party to respond 
to date is the Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario. 
 
“While we wait to hear from the Ontario Liberal Party and the Ontario New Democrats 
about their platforms for Northern Ontario, we are encouraged by several commitments 
made by the Progressive Conservatives,” said Mayor Alan Spacek of Kapuskasing and 
President of FONOM. Specifically, they committed to bringing back the Ontario Northlander 
by the end of their mandate, reverse increases to the aviation fuel tax for all Northern 
airports, invest in a mobile PET scanner for Northern Ontario and repeal the Far North Act 
which was a sweeping piece of legislation that ignored Northern voices and stood in the 
way of economic development opportunities. 
 
Northern Ontario is home to approximately one third of Ontario’s municipalities and also 
includes nearly 90 percent of the province’s landmass. The region also faces unique 
challenges, which require a different approach than the rest of the province. 
 
“We believe that all three parties should have a plan for the North. Hearing campaign 
promises about transit in the GTA for example has little relevance to those living and 
travelling in Northern Ontario,” continued Spacek. 
 
Northern Ontario needs a committed and willing provincial partner that listens and works 
hard for the region now and after Ontarians head to the polls on June 7, 2018. 
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Pour diffusion immediate 
 
 

La FMNO demande aux chefs de partis quels sont leurs 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅÓ ÐÏÕÒ ÌÅ .ÏÒÄ ÄÅ Ìȭ/ÎÔÁÒÉÏ 

 
Kirkland Lake, ON - le 18 janvier 2018 - La direction de la Fédération des municipalités 
du Nord de l’Ontario (FMNO) a demandé aux trois principaux partis politiques de la 
province de leur faire parvenir sa vision pour le Nord de l’Ontario. Le Parti progressiste-
conservateur de l’Ontario est le seul à avoir répondu jusqu’à présent. 
 
« Alors que nous attendons des nouvelles du Parti libéral de l’Ontario et du Nouveau Parti 
démocratique de l’Ontario au sujet de leurs programmes pour le Nord de l’Ontario, 
plusieurs engagements des progressistes-conservateurs nous semblent encourageants » a 
déclaré M. Alan Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing et président de la FMNO. Plus précisément, 
ils se sont engagés à rétablir les services du train Ontario Northlander avant la fin de leur 
mandat, à renverser la hausse de la taxe sur les carburants, à investir dans un scanneur 
TEP pour le Nord de l’Ontario et à abroger la Loi sur le Grand Nord, une mesure législative 
d’une grande portée qui ne tenait pas compte des voix du Nord et qui faisait obstacle à des 
possibilités de développement économique. 
 
Le Nord de l’Ontario comprend environ un tiers de toutes les municipalités ontariennes et 
près de 90 % de la masse terrestre de la province. Pour relever les défis uniques auxquels 
fait face cette région, il faut adopter une approche différente qu’ailleurs en Ontario. 
 
« Nous croyons que les trois partis devraient avoir un plan pour le Nord. Entendre parler 
de promesses électorales au sujet du transport en commun dans la région du Grand 
Toronto, par exemple, a bien peu de pertinence pour les gens qui vivent dans le Nord de 
l’Ontario et qui s’y déplacent » a poursuivi M. Spacek. 
 
Ce dont le Nord de l’Ontario a besoin, c’est d’un partenaire provincial engagé, disposé à 
l’écouter et à travailler fort pour la région, maintenant et après que les Ontariennes et les 
Ontariens ne soient allés aux urnes le 7 juin 2018. 
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Renseignements : 

M. Alan Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing 

Président de la FMNO 

705 335-0001 

  



 

 

 

 
FONOM and NOMA Expecting Increase in Number of Long-Term Care Beds for the North 
 

 
February 7, 2018 ɀ Kirkland Lake, ON - The Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) and the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA) are 
pleased to learn that the government will soon be announcing calls for proposals for new 
bed developments in long-term care. 
 
The government had committed to creating 5,000 new long-term care beds by 2022 and 
over 30,000 new beds over the next decade which was outlined in their recent paper, Aging 
with Confidence: Ontario’s Action Plan for Seniors, and reiterated in the Fall Economic 
Statement. This commitment was welcomed news by stakeholders advocating for greater 
system capacity to address the growing number of seniors. 
 
“We are pleased that the government is moving forward and taking concrete action to 
increase the number of long-term care beds in the province,” said Mayor Al Spacek of 
Kapuskasing and FONOM President. “Northern Ontario feels the effects of an aging 
population disproportionately than the rest of the province. We hope the North will see 
their fair share of new beds.” 
 
“Ontario seniors deserve the best care and support as possible. As northerners, we have 
long been advocating for a commitment to provide more long-term care beds in our 
communities,” said Mayor Wendy Landry, President of NOMA. “The ability for people to age 
in their home community, surrounded by family and friends enhances patient outcome and 
provides for a vibrant and inclusive community,” added Landry. 
 
FONOM and NOMA are encouraging their membership to begin preparing to submit 
proposals to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. 
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For More Information: 
Mayor Al Spacek     Mayor Wendy Landry 
FONOM President     NOMA President 
705-335-0001     (807) 626-6686 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

À la FMNO et Û Ìȭ!-./ȟ ÏÎ ÓȭÁÔÔÅÎÄ Û ÃÅ ÑÕÅ ÌÅ .ÏÒÄ ÃÏÍÐÔÅ ÐÌÕÓ ÄÅ ÌÉÔÓ  
pour soins de longue durée 

 
Kirkland Lake, ON ɀ le 7 février 2018 - À la Fédération des municipalités du Nord de 
l’Ontario (FMNO) et à l’Association des municipalités du Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario (AMNO) 
on est heureux d’apprendre que le gouvernement annoncera sous peu le lancement d’un 
appel à propositions en vue de la création de nouveaux lits pour les soins de longue durée. 
 
Le gouvernement s’était engagé à créer 5 000 nouveaux lits de soins de longue durée d’ici 
2022 et plus de 30 000 nouveaux lits au cours des dix prochaines années. Cet engagement a 
été pris à la fois dans Vieillir en confiance ȡ ÌÅ 0ÌÁÎ ÄȭÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÄÅ Ìȭ/ÎÔÁÒÉÏ ÐÏÕÒ ÌÅÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÎÅÓ 
âgées et dans ,ȭOÎÏÎÃï ïÃÏÎÏÍÉÑÕÅ ÄÅ ÌȭÁÕÔÏÍÎÅ. Il s’agit là d’une nouvelle réjouissante 
pour les divers acteurs plaidant pour une augmentation de la capacité du système pour 
faire face au nombre croissant de personnes âgées. 
 
« Nous sommes heureux que le gouvernement aille de l’avant et qu’il adopte des mesures 
concrètes pour augmenter le nombre de lits pour soins de longue durée dans la province » 
a déclaré M. Alan Spacek, maire de Kapuskasing et président de la FMNO. « Dans le Nord de 
l’Ontario, comparativement à ailleurs en province, nous ressentons de façon 
disproportionnée les effets d’une population vieillissante. Nous espérons que le Nord 
reçoive sa juste part de ces nouveaux lits. » 
 
« Les personnes âgées de l’Ontario méritent les meilleurs soins et le meilleur soutien qui 
soient. Il y a déjà longtemps que la population du Nord milite pour que le gouvernement 
s’engage à augmenter le nombre de lits pour soins de longue durée dans ses collectivités » a 
indiqué Mme Wendy Landry, mairesse de la municipalité de Shuniah et présidente de 
l’AMNO. « La possibilité, pour un patient, de vieillir dans sa communauté, entouré de ses 
parents et amis, améliore ses résultats de santé en plus de créer des collectivités 
dynamiques et inclusives » a-t-elle ajouté.  
 
Les dirigeants de la FMNO et de l’AMNO encouragent les municipalités membres à se 
préparer à soumettre des propositions au ministère de la Santé et des Soins de longue 
durée. 
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Renseignements : 
M. Alan Spacek 
Maire de Kapuskasing 
Président de la FMNO 

 Mme Wendy Landry 
Mairesse de la municipalité de Shuniah 
Présidente de l’AMNO 

705 335-0001  807 626-6686 

 



 
 

 

 

Appendix C: 

2017-2018 Presentations and Submissions 

Presentations/Consultations 

 

¶ Presentation to Provincial Cabinet during the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO) Conference 

¶ Presentation to Provincial Cabinet during the Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
(ROMA) Conference 

¶ Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services – Cannabis Legalization 
Enforcement Summit 

¶ Ministry of Education – Minister’s Reference Group on Community and Education 
Planing and Partnerships 

¶ Ministry of Seniors Affairs – Seniors Active Living Centers 
¶ Northern Ontario Multimodal Transportation Strategy consultations 
 

Submissions 

¶ Submission to the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs – 2018 Pre-
Budget Consultation 

¶ Submission to Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs – Bill 148, Fair 
Workplaces, Better Jobs Act, 2017 

¶ Submission to the Standing Committee on Justice Policy – Bill 175, Safer Ontario Act, 
2017 

¶ Submission to the Ontario Standing Committee on General Government – Bill 160, 
Strengthening Quality and Accountability for Patients Act, 2017 

¶ Submission to Ontario Regulatory Registry – Proposed regulations under the Fire 
Protection and Prevention Act, 1997 

¶ Submission to Environmental Bill of Rights Registry – No. 013-1669: Amendments of 
Ontario Regulation 242/108 – Endangered Species Act, 2007 

¶ Submission to Environmental Bill of Rights Registry – No. 013-0903: Regulatory 
amendments related to air emissions of sulphur dioxide and other items (mining 
sector) 

¶ Submission to Canadian Radio-television Telecommunications Corporation – Support 
for The Weather Network to remain on basic cable television packages 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the year FONOM corresponds with our member municipalities, many 

&ÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÉÁÌ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓȭ ÁÎÄ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓȟ &ÉÒÓÔ .ÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌÓȟ ÏÕÒ 

partners in the forestry & mining industries and greater business community. In 

the past year members of the FONOM Board, have made seven presentations and 

made eight submissions too numerous government ministries.  

These presentations, submissions and correspondence are often referred to in our 

membership emails following our board meetings. Also they are referenced in our 

Newsletters and Media Releases throughout the year.  If you would like a complete 

list of our correspondence please contact the FONOM office and one will be 

forwarded to you. 


